INTERCITY BROADCASTING NETWORK INC.

September 15, 2010

Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commission

1 Promenade Du Portage
Gatineau, Quebec

J8X 4B1
Re: 
Application 2010-1103-0 for a New FM radio undertaking in Toronto to serve Canadians of Caribbean and African descent in the Greater Toronto Area

Dear Commissioners,

Thank you once again for the opportunity to petition on behalf of the largest community in the Greater Toronto Areas without a dedicated broadcasting service to provide much needed programming. I feel compelled to write this letter to highlight the similarity of this application to my 2002-0247-7 and 2005-0745-2 applications. My previous two applications were submitted under the name A. Fitzroy Gordon (OBCI). This OBCI is now identified as Intercity Broadcasting Network Inc (IBN). The name ‘CARN’ - Caribbean and African Radio Network was coined to easily identify the two groups that I am seeking a radio licence to provide programming for.  I must make it quite clear that my 2005 application and the present one are the same, catering to the same group, the over 600,000 Canadians of Black and Caribbean heritage in the Greater Toronto Area. This has not changed. In fact, this is a continuation of my application. 
	In Broadcast Decision CRTC 2006-135, The Commission “approved in part” my application “on behalf of a corporation to be incorporated (Gordon) for a broadcasting licence to operate an English-language, commercial specialty FM radio station in Toronto Ontario.”



A. Fitzroy Gordon on behalf of Intercity Broadcasting Network Inc, of which I am the President and CEO is applying for an English-language commercial specialty FM radio station in Toronto to provide the same programming format that I was previously “approved” in Broadcast Decision CRTC 2006-135.  In fact the merit of our proposed programming format was highlighted by the Commission in this same decision in paragraphs 25 and 26 as follows: 

	25. 


	In its consideration of this application, the Commission noted the cultural and racial diversity to be added to the Toronto radio market through the establishment of a local radio service targeted entirely to the Caribbean and African communities. 



	26. 


	The Commission also notes that the proposed spoken word programming would serve to highlight and strengthen the presence of these communities as vibrant and contributing members in Toronto by offering programs dedicated to their needs and interests. 


Unfortunately the licence was not issued as one of the conditions (Industry Canada’s Technical Approval) could not be met in the time given.  This decimated the spirits of our community when it was learnt that the nation’s public broadcaster (CBC) reengaged on agreements and frustrated all our efforts to engage and work cooperatively with them to provide that communal voice they have so long waited for. The Secretary General of the CRTC advised in a 2006 letter, that I could return an application once I have found a technical solution. With the authority of the Minister of Industry and the cooperation of Industry Canada, we have tested and confirmed the technical feasibility of 98.7Mhz as the only available frequency that will enable us to adequately provide programming to the Black and Caribbean community in the Greater Toronto Area.  
We never waivered from our commitment in this regard and this 2010 application is a continuation of the previous, with the same format, for the same community, but with much stronger and dedicated investors. Investors who have provided greater financial stability and freedom and are totally dedicated to the community’s vision of a radio station with a music and spoken word format that meet their long term need.
As a Black and Caribbean Canadian, who has worked as a broadcaster for more than 17 years in Toronto, I strongly believe that the time has come for us to have our own radio station. I am 100% committed to providing a radio station for my community, a service that will keep its focus on Black and Caribbean programming for generations to come. And I am happy to say that this operation is 100% owned by Canadians with 85% of that ownership from the Black and Caribbean population.

In 1999 when 93.5 MHz took to the airways in Toronto, the entire Black and Caribbean population celebrated, but this did not last long as the station changed its music format, leaving thousands angry and frustrated. This station has since been sold to CTV-CHUM. I answered the call then and began the journey to restore the joy and happiness of the Black and Caribbean people of the GTA and I hope I will be granted the opportunity to do so.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in examining our files expeditiously on behalf of our very anxious community.
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A. Fitzroy Gordon,

President
2901 Bayview Avenue, Unit 91129, Toronto, Ontario, M2K 2Y6
Tel: (416)350-3000 Ext 0.  Email:fg2020@gmailcom
PAGE  
2

